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Context

Book cover: Brice Bennett, Onalik and Procter; 
Avanimiut (Memorial University Press, 2023).

Okak, 1913

Source: MUN Archives
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Inuit Knowledge is a way of life

Inuit Knowledge (IK) is as 
much about what is known1 
as it is about how to interact 
with each other and the 
environment2,3,4

5

Photo source: Moravian Archives Bethlehem
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Climate Change

• Inuit in Nunatsiavut are living 
climate change now

• Impacts are experienced in 
specific places
• Homes, trails, berry patches, 

fishing and hunting locations…
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Cuerrier et al. 2015
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Cultural Keystone Places (CKPs)



Cultural Keystone 
Places as a lens
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Inuit 
Knowledge

Repeat
Photography

Climate Impacts

Cultural Keystone 
Places



Methods:
Repeat Photography
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Okak Harbour, 1920 Okak, 2024
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Okak, 1920 Okak, 2024

Legend
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Methods: Inuit Knowledge

• Open, flexible, and responsive 
methods to foreground IK and lived 
experience

• Semi-directed interviews using 
photos and maps
• 32 interviews with 42 participants

• Review of analysis with community
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Relationship to place

“It's different when we're 
up around that area. I feel 

more connected and at 
peace. It's a really strong 

sense of home.”  
   - Chaim Andersen
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Change 
contextualized 
within IK

Appik - Bakeapple
(Rubus chamaemorus)
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Hebron ~1900, Source: MUN Archives



Climate change was understood as part of 
broader change

Impacts on 
place-

relationship

Colonial

Political

Economic

Climate and 
environmental
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Climate and social impacts were felt in the same ways

“I miss being up there. We used to be up there all summer” – Toby Kojak

“If I would go there right now, I would kiss the island and cry.” – Maggie Suarak
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How climate change is understood shapes how we 
respond to it

“How I want to look at is when 
you're there on the land and 
sea, you just got to do what you 
need to do. Because that’s how 
it always was anyway.”
- Maria Merkuratsuk
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Okak 
Harbour
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“When it comes to Inuit 
knowledge, it's because 
we're out there and we're 
experiencing those things. 
So, increasing the access 
and opportunity to gain that 
knowledge and skills is really 
important.” 

- Chaim Andersen

18
taylor.montgomery-stinson@umontreal.ca ArcticNet ASM 2025



Returning Knowledge
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“My grandmother was from Hebron, and she got 
relocated to Nain. All the places from Hebron north, she 

used to be growing up and hunting and fishing. 
It was a special feeling that I went to where my 

grandmother grew up and hunted and everything.”
- Edward John Flowers
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Image pairs
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